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Introduction  
 

Fifty years ago, on February 1,1966 the Painesville Township Fire Department was open for business to 

serve the residents and visitors.  The birth of the department was far from painless, as a matter of fact it 

was very ugly. Looking back at the newspaper articles and other correspondence you could not imagine 

the passionate level of option from those involved, particularly those opposed to the start of the 

department. 

In this document, you will find an overview of the department, first 50 years.  We know we could not 

cover everything that happened during that time, nor can we list every member who has ever been a part 

of the department in this document, there a 400+ names. We included a lot of newspaper clippings 

within the pages of this document.  We could have paraphrased the articles, we felt the reader should 

read the articles as the community did back in that time.  

I wish to thank those members past and present that helped in this 50-year celebration, to the elected 

official past and present for their support, to all those who gave of their time to be a member of this 

department. None of this would be possible without the support and help of our citizens, we dedicate 

this 50th year Anniversary book to our community and ask for another 50 years of support. 

Thank you 

Frank Whittaker 

Fire Chief 
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2 HISTORY OF PAINESVILLE TOWNSHIP 

The Western Reserve (Commission, 2004) 

As well as being occupied by several Indian peoples, the area that would become Painesville 

Township was at one time claimed by Quebec, Virginia, New York, Pennsylvania and Connecticut. 

The French explored and possibly occupied the region in the 1600ôs and early 1700ôs, and claimed it 

by right of exploration and discovery. The English entered the area in battle against the French for 

control of the western lands in the late 1750ôs and early 1760ôs. England defeated the French at Fort 

Duquesne (now Pittsburgh), Quebec, and Niagara, establishing their right over the lands of the 

Western Reserve. 

Painesville Township was one of eight townships formed in August 25, 1800 as part of Trumbull 

County, making Painesville Township the first governmental unit in what today is Lake County. The 

first decade of the 19thcentury was a busy time for the township. Connecticut ceded the Western 

Reserve in 1800, with the condition that Congress guarantee land titles already granted there. That 

same year, John Walworth became the townshipôs first settler, creating a settlement on the Grand 

River called Blooming Grove. A school was also established that year, along with the Little Red 

Tavern, said to be the townshipôs first frame structure.  

The first frame schoolhouse in the township was built in 1809, followed by the first church in 1810. 

In 1811, the county seat was moved back to Chardon. However, Painesville would again be the 

county seat in 1840, when Lake County was established on March 6, 1840, from land given by 

Cuyahoga and Geauga Counties, and derived its name based upon its location on the southern shore 

of Lake Erie... 

In 1832, the central portion of Painesville Township, southeast of New Market, was incorporated by 

a special act of the State Legislature. In 1851, it became a village, and in 1902 became the City of 

Painesville. In 1812, the settlement of Grandon was laid out on the east side of the Grand River at its 

mouth with Lake Erie. Grandon was established to advance the interests of Painesville by providing 

it with a port. Lots were sold, warehouses built, and the settlement became a vibrant commercial 

center.  
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 Richmond, across the Grand River from Grandon, was established in 1832, when a land speculator 

named Thomas Richmond began to sell lots. The settlement assumed that the future Ohio Canal 

would terminate on the Grand River. By 1835, Richmond had 2,000 residents, and was a strong rival 

to Grandon, competing in the shipbuilding industry. Richmond Village was incorporated in 1888, 

and later renamed Grand River Village. Through the years, the City of Painesville, Fairport Harbor 

Village and Grand River Village would expand through annexation, eventually dividing the 

remaining township into four dis-contiguous areas. The origins of Lake Countyôs significant nursery 

industry are in Painesville Township, where the Jesse Storrs Nursery was established in 1854. In 

1870, a resort area called Linden Beach was established at the north end of Hardy Road. In 1898, a 

second resort called the Shore Club was founded west of Linden Beach. Both beach resorts survived 

until 1925, when the Diamond Alkali Company purchased the property. 

             Figure 1  Diamond Alkali site 1940's 

 

A group of glass manufacturers founded Diamond Alkali in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in 1910 to 

produce soda ash, an important component in the glass industry. Diamond Alkali built a large 

industrial plant in Painesville Township in 1912. Diamond Alkali changed its headquarters from 

Pittsburgh to Cleveland in 1948. In 1967 the company merged with Shamrock Oil and Gas of 

Amarillo, forming Diamond Shamrock. At its peak, 3,000 workers were employed at Diamond 

Alkali facilities in the township; when it closed on 31 December 1976, 1,200 employees were 

effected.  
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In 1896, the Cleveland, Painesville and Ashtabula Interurban Railroad built a streetcar line through 

Painesville, linking the township with Cleveland. Competition from steam railroads and personal 

automobiles contributed to the fate of the interurban, and the route was abandoned in 1925 Through 

the 1960s, the Lakeland Freeway (State Route 2) and the State Route 44 expressway were built, both 

crossing Painesville Township. Although early post-World War II era development was the result of 

urban spillover from the City of Painesville, now the townshipôs fortunes are more closely tied with 

that of Lake County.   

At one time 

Painesville 

Township had the 

largest amount of 

industrial and 

chemical facilities in 

the County.  In 

addition to the 

Diamond Shamrock 

facilities the 

Township was home 

to many industrial 

facilities The 

Industrial Rayon Fibers Company built a large plant on the lake front in 1940ôs.  This plant was one 

of the first factories producing the ñnewò nylon fibers. The Township today still is the home of 

several industrial facilities, the old Glyco facility is now Hardy Industrial Technology and Hardy 

Animal Nutrition. The old Robintech is now NOVA.  The old Rayon is now P.E.T Products, a 

chemical company.   

Avery-Dennison (Fasson) has a production facility on Hardy Rd. They recently built a significant 

expansion, adding another coating line. Omega Sea, on Bacon Rd is a fish food production facility.  

 

 

Figure 2, IRC Fibers, The Rayon 1941 
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The Uniroyal Facility was around the old Diamond Magnesium plant on Fairport Nursery Rd. The 

facility was known as Naugatuck at the time. The facility produced PVC materials in addition to 

other chemical products.  The facility closed in the 80ôs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An interesting fact on the old Uniroyal (Diamond Magnesium Plant) site. 

The Manhattan Project, formally constituted in August 1942, was the code name for the federally 

funded research program to develop the atomic bomb. Fearing potential weapons applications of atomic 

research underway in Nazi Germany, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, in October 1939, authorized 

study on the feasibility of atomic weapons. Much of the theoretical research for the Manhattan Project 

was conducted at the Metallurgical Laboratory (Met Lab) at the University of Chicago, and at an 

affiliated site in the Western suburbs which would become the Argonne National Laboratory.  

After they concluded there experiments some of the radioactive steel used in the testing was buried at 

the Diamond Magnesium site. Sometime later the materials were dug up and moved to a nuclear waste 

facility. During a flyover by a nuclear survey aircraft, a hot spot was noted in this area. It was 

radioactive ñrustò from the steel that contaminated the soil.   

Figure 3, Uniroyal Plant 1960's 

http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/1289.html
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/66.html
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In the early 50ôs Cliftonôs Products an oil additives company, moved to Freedom Rd in Painesville 

Township. They renamed the company Lubrizol.  Today Lubrizol is an international company with 

plants all over the globe. The Township plant has carved a niche in small batch and specialty additives 

market.  The plant has 

recently started a major 

capital project, adding a 

new warehouse and 

packaging facility. This 

$100 mil facility will not 

only add to the tax base but 

will create jobs in the 

community.  Lubrizol sets 

the standard for chemical 

facilities, they have an 

incredible commitment to 

the communities in which 

they have plants.  The 

Painesville Township 

facilities has its own Fire 

& EMS capability, they recently purchased a $900,000 specialized foam fire engine, they have two foam 

fire engines.  This equipment and the highly trained people that man it is available to all of Lake County 

Fire Departments. 

 

Figure 5 Lubrizol 1956 

Figure 4 Lubrizol Fire Engine                                                 Figure 6 HazMat Training at Lubrizol Training grounds 



8 
 

3 EARLY FIRE PROTECTION  

Painesville City provided fire services to the Township over the years leading up to 1966.  The fire 

station was located on South St Clair St in the city at that time.  Painesville City Fire Department 

was officially founded 

in 1841. Prompted by 

a large construction 

fire at the site of the 

ñnewò County Court 

House, the loss 

delayed completion of 

the structure until 

1852. (Takacs, 1991) 

 

 

 

 

A group of nearly 50 men were organized into Painesville Fire Company No 1. A rotary hand operated 

pumper was purchased.  Soon after, a Hook and Ladder Company was formed and worked under the 

direction of Engine Company No 1.  As time went on several more Fire Companies were formed, 

Torrent Fire Company No 2 and Contest Company No 3.  

With the advent of multiple Fire Companies in Painesville the cost of keeping them continued to 

escalate.  By 1871 the Town of Painesville incorporated all the volunteer fire companies into a cohesive 

all volunteer Village Fire Department.  This organization was supported by property taxation and 

administered through the elected officials.  This marked the end of the ñFire Companiesò as the existed 

in Painesville  

 

Figure 6, Painesville Fire Department 
late 1880's 
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 In 1871 the City purchased a ñSilsbyò horse drawn steamer-pumper. It was made in Seneca NY, one of 

only 300 made. The cost of that unit with 1000 ft of fire hose was $5,250.00. At some point in time there 

was an understanding that the township would purchase the fire equipment to use on Township calls, the 

city would staff and house the equipment.   

1927 we find the first record 

of a ñTownshipò purchased 

fire engine, a class B Pumper 

American La France 350 gpm 

ñscoutò.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next Township truck was 

purchased in 1934, an 

American La France Cruiser 

500gpm Class A pumper (fig 

8).                                           

This engine had the ladders 

stored in a rack that was 

mounted to the center of the 

truck, the raised roof on the cab 

accommodated the tip of the 

ladders.  

 

Figure 7, Silsby Steamer Engine 1871 
pictured in this 1919 photograph. 

Figure 8, 1934 American La France Cruiser at the Lake County Fair 



10 
 

The cost of this truck was $7,196.00, the truck was delivered by the Nickle Plate Road, The New York, 

Chicago and St Louis Railroad Company.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9 American LaFrance purchasing contract 
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The bidding specification were hand written by Chief Lee Elliot of the Painesville Fire Department. 

Very simple specification by todays standard. 

Figure 10 Hand written truck specification 
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 In the 50ôs the                               

Township ordered an 

American Marsh pumper with 

a 500 gpm pump with a 550-

gallon tank was purchased by 

the trustees. This unit had a 

front mount pump, the fire 

pump is mounted on the front 

bumper.  By moving the 

pump to the front of the truck 

they could carry 550 gallons 

of water. 

 

 In the 50ôs the 

Township purchased a 

U.S. Airforce surplus 

fuel tanker, a GMC 

750 gallon tanker.  

Many areas of the 

township did not have 

fire hyrants, having 

the tanker assured at 

least some water was 

availble to the 

firefighters. Today 

90% the township has 

fire hydrants. 

Figure 11 1950's Marsh Fire Engine 

Figure 12 Surplus Airforce Tanker 
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 In 1955 the City and the Township purchased two Peter Pirsch fire engines, the City truck was a 1000 

gpm pump, the Township truck was a 750 gpm (fig 13) The Township truck served the township for 

many years, it was then moved to the Grand River fire station. 

In 1963 The Township purchased a Ford ñBreadò truck as a Heavy Rescue vehicle, at that time fire 

department did not provide transport services to the local hospitals.  This was the last purchase made by 

the Township under the City Fire Contract. 

Fire protection was provided by the City through several agreements and contracts. In 1937 analysis of 

the need to secure a better ñInsurance Ratingò the Painesville City Manager proposed several changes to 

the department.  One issue was the amount the Township paid, he recommended the amount should 

increase to $2,500.00 a year based on the increasing percent of calls into the Township.  

 

 

Figure 13, The Township Pirsch and the Rescue truck at the fire training grounds a Painesville Rec Park 
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In a 1940 Fire Protection Contract, we find an obligation for the Township to purchase fire trucks and 

fire hose, to pay a $4000.00 annual payment to be made to the City in monthly payments of $333.33. 

The cost of any volunteer City fireman shall be reimbursed at $1.00 an hour if any were to attend a fire. 

 

As the years went by there are several communications indicating the need to increase the share the 

township pays for fire protection.  We find reference of contacts requiring a sum of $6,000.00 annual 

payment.  There was another analysis done in 1954 indicating the need to increase the Township 

payment to $20,000.00 for 1956 contract year.  By 1965 the cost of the contact had increased to 

$35,000.00, to increase to $45,000.00 in 1966. 

 

Figure 14 1940 Fire Protection Contract 
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4 CORRVILLE , THE TOWN YOU HAVE NE VER HEARD OFé 

In 1964, the residents of the Painesville on the 

Lake (now known as Painesville Township Park 

area) held community meetings to discuss 

incorporating that area of the township into the 

village of Corrville.  The community recognized 

that the payroll of the local industrial facilities 

could be taxed and allow the community to do 

more than what the township was doing for 

them.  The residents felt they had to deal with 

the ñdirt, grime and smellsò from the factories 

they some get some benefit.  

An article in the June 5, 1963 Painesville 

Telegraph reported ñIncorporation Fever Hits 

Lakefront Areaò. The efforts were led by the 

East Painesville Betterment Association, an 

organization formed 10 years earlier. A Mrs. 

Danial Cashmere conducted a survey finding 

92% of the residents were in favor of 

incorporating and forming a Village.  In a June 

6 article the Telegraph reported on another meeting. An issue of a law change that would provide that 

any incorporation attempts within 3 miles of a City must get the permission of the City to create a 

Village. The group needed to act within 90 days to avoid that provision affecting their efforts.  A Mr. 

Robert Simmons out lined the steps of incorporation, there must be at least 300 per square mile and 

there must be a minimum of 900 people with a tax duplicate of at least $1000 per resident.  He went on 

to say the Diamond Alkali site would be included in the new Village, which would be more than enough 

to meet the tax duplicate requirement. 

 

Figure 15 Painesville Telegraph 1963 
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Figure 16 Painesville Telegraph 1963 

The proposed boundaries of the village are tentatively set from Bacon Rd west to the Fairport Harbor 

corporation limit and north from Rt.535 to Lake Erie. Industries in that area are the Diamond Alkali, 

Naugatuck Chemical, Diamond Magnesium Plant, Air Products and Chemicals and Northo Chemical 

Company Inc.  
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Mrs. Cashmere, the meeting moderator declared ñItôs time to plan for the 

future, letôs not wait any longer for others to solve our problemsò. Later 

that month the group agreed to move forward with the preliminary steps 

to get the issue on the November 1963 ballot. The Diamond Alkali Co and 

one of the Township trustees, Donald Smith, voiced strong opposition to 

the incorporation efforts. By July 12 the paper reported the interest was 

waning and it seems like there would be no Village of Corrville.  Many of 

the local industries opposed the plan as their employees were not subject 

to any income tax working in the Township. Rumors circulated as to the 

City of Painesville or Fairport moving to annex this same prime industrial 

real estate to add to their tax base.  Almost 25 years later the City does 

annex 450 acres of the Township land west of Rt. 44 and east of Heisley 

Rd 

  

 

 

 

 

Figure 18 Painesville Twp. Park, Baseball game 1900's 

 

Figure 17 Painesville Telegraph July 1963 
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5 THE BIRTH  OF THE TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT  

In early 1963 Trustee William Mackey championed the effort to start the Township Fire Department.  

An incredible amount of front page space in the local newspapers was dedicated to this very emotional 

subject.  As we read some of the headlines and articles today it is hard to grasp the emotions this subject 

created in the community.  

 

   There was not agreement among the Board of Trustees, Trustee James C. Wilder felt there was not 

enough time and analysis given to form the new fire department.  The local Painesville newspaper, The 

Telegraph. seemed to favor the township not forming a fire department.  Many front page articles were 

written about the issue, the demeanor of the paper can be summed up in an editorial publisher in the 

Telegraph, July 27, 1964.  There would be many more articles and editorials.  

Under the leadership of Trustee William Mackey, the township continued forward with the plan to start 

the department. The sites for new fire stations were selected, as it turns out they were very strategic 

locations, Station 1 at 55 Nye Rd and Station 2 at 141 Bowhall Rd. Station 1 was built for around 

$50,000.  Station 2 was designed like station 1, with minor differences at a cost of around $80,000.  
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The township already  

had the fire equipment 

 that would be turned  

back to the township 

 from the City at the 

 end of the contract.  

 It was a tremendous 

 achievement to get  

everything done to  

open and staff the new 

 stations.   

 The City of Painesville stayed relativly quite on the subject  

in the newspaper. Fire Chief Eugene Tuthill made the occasional  

remarks against the creation of the Township fire department 

The Painesville City Manager Dale Helsel seem to recognize the  

need to make the transition as peaceful as possible.   

Some of the debates and discussions were very not always bitter or angry 

Some were humorous as can be seen in some of the newspaper  

clippings.  In this clipping (fig 19) you will read the names of some 

very prominent community members.  

As the township moved forward with the building plans, hiring and  

training the new fire department. The trustees and the community  

continued the debate, the local industrial facilities weighed in on the  

issue of the new fire department.  They opposed the creation of the  

department. 

Figure 19 Painesville Telegraph 1964 
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The plant managers of the Diamond Alkali, Naugatuck (future Uniroyal) and others came out against the 

creation of the township Fire Department  

 

 

Figure 20 Painesville Telegraph 1964 
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By even the standards of the era, the response times to the township from  

a central fire in the City of Painesville must have been significant.  

 In my research on the birth of the department I find very little reference to 

 the City offering to build satellite stations. Even if they had done that I am 

 not sure the Township could have afforded to staff a full -time staff at that time.   

Today part-time firefighters are a critical part of our personnel staffing plan.  

We sometimes struggle to hire part time staff as we compete with not only 

 other fire department, the local hospitals who hire paramedics and offer them 

full time positions with benefits.   

 

Figure 21 Willoughby News Herald 
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In the November 26, 1965 Trusteeôs meeting, Mr. Mackey offered a resolution appointing a list of men to the 

Painesville Township Volunteer Fire Department effective December 1, 1965.  The motion passed 2 to 1. Many 

on the list were already firemen for other communities, the department was not exactly inexperienced as was 

charged by some who were against the creation of the department.  These men shouldered a huge responsibility, 

the local press was looking for them to fail, many of the large industrial facilities didnôt trust these men to meet 

the required skills to manage the industrial risk, there were others hoping they would fail, as we know they did 

not. 

 

 

 

Figure 22  Trustees Meeting -November 26, 1966 




















































































































