


Introduction

Fifty yearsago,on February 1,1966 the Painesville Township Fire Department was open for business to
serve the residents and visitors. The birth of the department was far from paisleseatter of fact it

was very ugly. Looking back at the newspaper articles aret otrrespondence you could not imagine

the passionate level optionfrom those involved, particularly those opposed to the start of the

department.

In thisdocumentyou will find an overview of the departmefitst 50 years. We know we could not

cover everything that happened during that time, nor can we list every member who has ever been a part
of the department in this document, thed®&+ namesWe included a lot ohewspaper clippings

within the pagesf this document. We could have paraphrased the articles, we felt the reader should

readthe articlesas the community did back in that time.

| wish to thank those members past and present that helped in-freaib€elebration, to the elected
official past and present for their support, to all those who gave of their time to be a member of this
department. None of this would be possible without the support and help of our citizens, we dedicate
this 5ah year Anniversary book to our communégd ask foanother 50 years of support.

Thank you
Frank Whittaker

Fire Chief

RESCUE
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2 HISTORY OF PAINESVILLE TOWNSHIP

The Western ReservgCommission, 2004)

As well as being occupied by sevelradian peoples, the area that would become Painesville

Township wasat one time claimed by Quebec, Virginia, New York, Pennsylvania and Connecticut.

The Frenchexplorednd possi bly occupied the region in t
by right of exploration andiscovery. The English entered the area in battle against the French for
control of the western landsintheat e 17506s and early 17600s. E
Duquesne (now Pittsburgh), Queband Niagara, estabhsg their right over the lands of the

Western Reserve.

Painesville Township was one of eight townships formed in August 25, 1800 as part of Trumbull
County,making Painesville Township the first governmental unit in what today is Lake Cdinaty.

first decade of the 19thcentury was a busy time for the town§lupnecticut ceded the Western

Reserve in 1800, with the condition that Congress guarantee landltidady granted there. That

same year, John Wal wort h b e mngasatlemeht®nthedsvands hi p 6
River called Bloomingsrove.A school was also established that yaéong with the Little Red
Tavern, said to bestudue. t ownshi pbs first frame

The first frame schoolhouse in the township was built in 1&80@wed by the first church in 1810.
In 1811, the county seat was moved back to Chardon. However, Painesville would again be the
county seain 1840,whenLake County was established on March 6, 1840, from land given by
Cuyahoga and Geauga Counties, and derivethitse based upon its location on the southern shore

of Lake Erie..

In 1832, the central portion of Painesville Township, southeast of New Market, was incorporated by
aspecial act of the State Legislature. In 1851, it became a village, and in 1902 Hes&itg of
Painesvilleln 1812, the settlement of Grandon was laid out on the east side of the Grand River at its
mouth with LakeErie. Grandon was established to advance the interests of Painesville by providing
it with a port. Lotswere sold, warehouséuilt, and the settlement became a vibrant commercial

center.



Richmond, across the Grand River from Grandon, was established in 1832, when a land speculator
namedThomas Richmond began to sell lots. The settlermssuimedhat the future Ohi€anal

would terminate on the Grand River. By 1835, Richmond had 2,000 residents, and wasravsirong

to Grandon, competing in the shipbuilding industry. Richmond Village was incorpor&t888n

and later renamed Grand River Villagdwrough the years, theit§ of Painesville, Fairport Harbor

Village and Grand River Village would expatidough annexation, eventually dividing the

remaining township into four disontiguous area3.he or i gi ns of Lake Count
industry are in Painesville Towhip, where the JesSéorrs Nursery was established in 1854.

1870, a resort area called Linden Beach was established at the north end of Hardy Road. In 1898, a
second resort called the Shore Club was founded west of Linden Beach. Both beach rea@ts su

until 1925, when the Diamond Alkali Company purchased the property.

Figurel Diamond Alkali site 1940's

A group of glass manufacturers founded Diamond Alkali in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in 1910 to
producesada ash, an important component in the glass industry. Diamond Alkali built a large
industrial plant inrPainesville Township in 1912. Diamond Alkali changed its headquarters from
Pittsburgh to Cleveland i1948. In 1967 the company merged with Shamrocla@l Gas of
Amarillo, forming Diamond Shamroclt its peak, 3,000 workers were employed at Diamond
Alkali facilities in the township; when it closed 84 December 1976, 1,200 employees were
effected.



In 1896, the Cleveland, Painesville and Ashtalmi@rurban Railroad built a streetcar line through
Painesuville, linking the township with Cleveland. Competition from steam railroads and personal
automobiles contributed to the fate of the interurban, and the route was abandonedlinre@3b

the 1960sthe Lakeland Freeway (State Route 2) and the State Route 44 expresswiayillydreth
crossing Painesville Township. Although early pasirld War Il era development was tresult of
urban spillover from t he Ci tuges ad morealoseletiedthi | | e,

that of LakeCounty

At one time r INDUSTRIAL RAYON CORPORATION PLANT AT PAINESVILLE, OHIO |
Painesville i

Township had the |

largest amount of i

industrial and |
chemical facilities in
theCounty In |
addition to the
Diamord Shamrock

facilities the

Township was home

. . - : =y TS e L
to many industrial L ___J
Figure2, IRC Fibers, The Rayon 1941

facilities The

|l ndustrial Rayon Fibers Company built a | arge
of the first factori es The Toweshigtodaygtillts thehomenok wo nvy
several industrial facilities, the old Glyco facility is now Hardy Industrial Technology andyH

Animal Nutrition.The oldRobintechis now NOVA. The old Rayon is now P.E.T Products, a

chemical company.

Avery-Dennison(Fassonhas a production facility on Hardy Rd. They recebihjit a significant
expansion, adding another coating line. Omega Sea, on Bacon Rd is a fish food productian facility



The UniroyalFacility was aroundhe old Diamond Magnesium plaom Fairport Nursery Rdl he
facility was known as Naugatuck at the time. The facility produced PVC materials in addition to

other chemical productsT he f aci |l ity closed in the 800s

Figure3, Uniroyal Plant 1960's ] ) ) )
An Interesting fact on the old Uniroyal (Diamond Magnesium Plant) site.

The Manhattan Project, formally constituted in August 1942, was the code name for the federally
fundedresearctprogram to develop the atomic bomb. Fearing potential weapons applications of atomic
research underway in Nazi Germany, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, in October 1939, authorized
study on the feasibility of atomic weapons. Much of the theoretical idstarthe Manhattan Project

was conducted at the Metallurgical Laboratory (Met Lab) attigersity of Chicagpand at an

affiliated site in the Western suburbs which would besdhneArgonne National Laboratory

After they concluded there experiments some ofaléactivesteel used in the testing was buried at
the Diamond Magnesium sit8ometimdaterthe materials were dug up and moved twelear waste
facility. During a flyover by a nuclear survey aircraft, a hot spot was noted in this area. It was
radi oa c tfronvtiee steathat sontaminated the soil


http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/1289.html
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/66.html

I n t he @lairfl Braddct®ed al additivecompanymovedto Freedom Rd in Painesville

Township They renamed the company Lubrizdloday Lubrizol is an international company with

plants all over the globe. The Township plant has carved a niche in small batch and sditarss

market The plant has
recerily started a major
capital project, adding a
new warehouse and
packaging &cility. This
$100mil facility will not
only add to the tax base but
will create jobs in the
community. Lubrizokets
the standard for chemical
facilities, they have an
incrediblecommitment to
the communities in which
they have plants. The
Painesville Township

facilities has its own Fire

Figure5 Lubrizol 1956

& EMS capability, they recently purchased a $900,000 specialized foam fire engine, they have two foam

fire engines. This equipment and the yginained people that man it is available to all of Lake County

Fire Departments.

Figure4 Lubrizol Fire Engine

Figure 6 HazMat Training at Lubrizol Training gro



3 EARLY FIRE PROTECTION

Painesville City provided fire services to the Townghipr the years leading up to 196Bhe fire
station was located on South St Clair St inditye at that time. Painesville City Fire Department
was officially founded
in 1841. Prompted by
a large construction
fire at the site of the
Anewo County C
House the loss
delayed completion of
the structure until
1852.(Takacs 1991)

¥ —‘I‘:“—’ -

PAINESVILLES FinsT FinE DEPARTMEAT
STAT(oA - HORSES-EQUIPMENT . FIREMEN E MAscoT ﬁ

Figure6, Painesville Fire Departme

A group of nearly 50 men were organized into Painesville Fire Company No 1. A rotary hand operated
pumper was purchased. Soon after, a Hook and Ladder Convparfgrmed and worked under the
direction of Engine Company No 1. As time went on several more Fire Companies were formed,

Torrent Fire Company No 2 and Contest Company No 3.

With the advent of multiple Fire Companies in Painesville the cost of ked@ngdontinued to

escalate. By 1871 the Town of Painesville incorporated all the volunteer fire companies into a cohesive
all volunteer Village Fire Department his organization was supported by property taxation and
administered through the elected offis. This markethe end of the #fAFire Comp

in Painesville



In 1871 the City pur chas-pulpea It\iaS mdde it SepecalNy roseef dr e
only 300 made. The cost of that unit with 1000 ft of fire hose wa$8%Q.At some point in timehtere
was an understanding that the township would purchase the fire equipment to use on Township calls, the

city would staff and house the equipment.

1927 we find the first record
of a ATownshipo p
fire engine, a clss B Pumper

American La France 350 gpm

fiscout O

______ Q\VM\\‘ ' ) {.

S R L a--ﬂ.-

\\ \ \\\\»'-- ‘\\i\: ‘\ s ‘* —
<™ _-\\\‘\

Figure?, Silsby Steamer Engine 18’
nictiired in this 1919 nhotoaranh.

The next Township truck was
purchased in 198 an

American La France Cruiser
500gpm Clas# pumper(fig

8).

This engine had the ladders
stored in a rack that was
mounted to the center of the
truck, the raised roof on the cab

accommodated the tip of the

ladders.

Figure8, 1934 Amerian La France Cruiser at the Lake County Fair



The cost of this truck was $7,196.00, the truck was delivered by the Nickle Plate Road, The New York,
Chicago and St Louis Railroad Company.

PROPOSAL For FURNISHING FIRE APPARATUS

BY

AMERICAN-[AFRANGE -FOAMITE ([0RPORATION

General Offices and Factory, Elmira, N, Y.

DISTRIOT OFFICES:

NEW YORK BOSTON CHICAGO DALLAS DENVER PITTSBURGH
ATLANTA PHILADELPHIA KANSAS 0ITY, MO, SEATTLE
CLEVELAND WASHINGTON SPOKANE
LOS ANGELES SAN FRANCISCO PORTLAND, ORE.
AFPFILIATED SBALES OFFICES:
TORONTO MONTREAL VANCOUVER

PROPOSAL-SPECIFICATION-CONTRACT

To Honorable Hoard of Trugtees. .. December 26 - = = = = - - 1938
Painesville Township,
/ }-‘ainonﬂllo. Ohio.

Dear Sirs:

We hereby propose and agree to furnish, after your acceptance of this pnxunl and
u::i :iu cx:cm and approval of the accompanying contract, the following Apparatus
a pment:

Car with 200 gellon Boogter system end All Steel Cab,

o Bormiy GEAR __OR_CEATRIFUibtA 5 2T0cE Fump OFTING
All of which are to be built in accordance with the specifications attached, and which are

nml«npn'to(t.h!sagl'umﬁm-.ndwnt'nct.nmluuhlpumelnnlmm60','75 working days
after date of receipt and approval of contract properly executed, subject to all causes beyond

WARRANTY : This apparatus is warranted to be free from defective material and inferior workmanship,
our agreement under such warranty being to furnish you at our factory, without cost to you, except transporta-
tion, new parts to take the place of such parts as may fail, if such paris are returned to om.hno?'. transporta-
tion prepaid, and failure be auributable to defecti ol o ded 7,

| or inferior P P 3 3
claim is made in writing within five years after delivery of said apy The company makes no y of
its apparatis except as stated hefein,

Guarantee on rubber ties is limited  Respectfully subotzed,
w0 the g of the f there-

of nd adjozycsfo same are o be made AMERICAN-[A FRANCE- FOAMITE [[ORPURATION

directly with the manufacrurer, Sto

:‘ﬁfs.ehmiuquuﬁgmtmdo:lu [' /Z/ /

t to deterioration are excluded from ==
oo ; By £).: . 7’50)@1«
7385.1M 1398

“Figure9 American LaFrance purchasing contract
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The bidding specification were hand written by Chief Lee Elliot oRtamesville FirdDepartment

Very simple specification by todays standard

VG imcai b Tefo . e Gfefmr %%«—A«x. P
ety — W ;W/zzé/«wﬂ.@/

A ?,Z_,_W_A_‘ MW/M/‘&

75 .
-

Pt et :
HKeo Lo 2o ceo o LS RS e
e ao BT N A T L oo ﬁ/.’a/-«-?‘ .
ST T A R R

22/47,.___/&«:15{/’7’“-‘“‘/(
%AQQZ-/-%‘/«\M%@"
Sl et .
\;ﬂﬂi;%‘\zz%f_&/ .
A A ;ﬁ
' }/‘4 : L@/ﬁw}f«
Zreore G e FM.
[Pl TSR 8 it &

-z-..‘-_.f«‘./z‘v\-l-»\_ - .

~FigurelOHand written truck specification —




Figurel11950's Marsh Fire Engine

Inthe5006s t he
Township purchased a
U.S. Airforce surplus
fuel tanker, &GMC
750gallon tanker

Many areas of the
township did not have
fire hyrants, having
the tanker assured at
least somevater was
availble to the
firefighters Today
90% the township has
fire hydrants

Int he 5006s the
Township ordered an
American Marstpumperwith
a 500 gpm pump with a 550
gallon tankwas purchased by
the trusteesThis unit had a
front mountpump, the fire
pump is nounted on the front
bumper. By moving the
pump to the front of the truck
theycouldcarry 550 gallons

of water.

Figurel2 Surplus Airforce Tanker
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In 1955 the City and the Township purchased two Peter Pirsch fire engines, the City truck was a 1000
gpm pump, the Township truck waga0 gpm(fig 13) The Township truck served the township for

many years, it was then moved to the Grand River fire station.

Figurel3, The Township Pirsch and the Rescue truck at the fire training grounds a Painesville Rec Park

IN1963The Townshi p pur cthuekaseadeasay REscue dehidieBat thah tine fire
department did not provide transport servitwethe local hospitalsThis was the last purchase mage

the Township under the City Fire Contract.

Fire protection was provided by the City through severalesgeaits and contracti 1937analysis of
the need to secure a better Al nsur anc echaRgedoi ngo
the department. One issue wilas amount the Township paid, he recommended the amount should

increase to $2(.00 a year based on the increasing percent of calls into the Township.

13



In a 1940 Fire ProtectioGontractwe find an obligation for the Township to purchase fire trucks and
fire hose, to pay a $4000.@Anual payment to be made to the City in monthly payments of $333.33.
The cost of any volunteer City fireman shall be reimbursed at $1.00 an hour if any \&#eand a fire.

10. On May 1lst, 1945, the contract amount paid by the Township to the City for
Fire Department service was raised from 4,000 to $6,000, Salaries and wages
of regular and standby firemen in 1945 amounted to $25,866,00, as is seen on
the accompanying tabulation of data. The year 1956 will require $96,155 for
salaries and wages for these two groups. This is an increase from 19L5 of
372%. Applying the same increase to the Tovmship participation would indi=-
cate a share of $22,320,00 for the Township for the year 1956,

1l. As pointed out in No. 3 above, "as wages and salaries go, so goes the cost of
fire fighting service'", During the year 1945, there was an average of 9-1/6
regular members on the Painesville Fire Department. January lst, 1956, there
will be 19 regular members. This is an inocrease of 107.3% over 1945, which is
required to maintain our favorable insurance classification. Adjusting the
actual 1945 wages and salaries expenditure to this increase in percentage, we
find that the $23,880.00 spent for regular firemen in 1945 equals $L49,503,00
in 1956. The average annual salary per member of the Fire Department in 1945
was $2605.00., “n 1956, the average annual salary per member will be $L680.00.
This is an increase of 80%. Adding this adjustment, we now have $89,105,00
in 1956 as the equivalent figure., Volunteer firemen in the year 19L5 cost
_the City $1986.00. In 1956, they will cost the City $5700.00., This increase
of $371L.0C0 brings the salaries and wages figures to $92,819.00. Annual uni-
form allowances were granted the firemen April 17th, 19503 and this allowance
is recorded in the cost accounts as salary., The 1956 budget allocates $16LlL,00
for uniform allowance, Adding this to the $92,819,00 salaries and wages figure
produces a total of $94,U63.00, which is 93.6% of the anticipated "City cost"
for the year 1956.

"As wages and salaries go, so goes the cost of fire fighting services."

12. Records of the first ten months of 1955 for the Fire Department show that for
a total of 30L City calls, the average volunteer standby hours per call was‘*
3.75 hours. TFor a total of 99 Tovmship calls (2L.6% of the total), the average

volunteer standby hours per call was 6,20 hours, This means that out of 1754
volunteer standby hours, Township calls were responsible for 61, or 35%.

CONCLUSION

It is evident from the foregoing analyses and the data accompanying this analysis
that the Township financial responsibility for its share of the cost of fire
fighting services for the year 1956 is more than twice the amount being paid
under the 1955 agreement. It is recommended that this amount be placed at a
minimum of $20,000 for the year 1956, and it is further recommended that recorded
experiences in future years should be the basis on which future contract amounts
should be determined,

Figure14 1940 Fire Protection Contract

As the years went by there are several communications indicating the need to increase the share the
township pays for fire protectionWe find reference of contacts requiring a sum of $6,000.00 annual
payment. There was another analykigse in 1954 indicating the need to increase the Township
payment to $20,000.00 for 1956 contract year. By 1965 the cost of the contact had increased to
$35,000.00, to increase to $45,000.00 in 1966.
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4 CORRVILLE , THE TOWN YOU HAVE NE VER HEARD OF €

\

| o :
;Incérperqhon Fever |

Hits Lakefront Area

| Talk of incorporation is run-
ning high in Painesville-on-the-

‘Lake area.

.| Residents of Painesville Town-
¢|ships’ Sunset Point for many

,lyears have been considering

‘ways to better the area. The re-
n\cently received a strong vote of
31conf1dence from a survey that
showed 92 per cent of the resi-
dents in favor of incorporating
and forming a village.

The move started as a form of
urban renewal, striving for a
general clean - up of the area.
explaines Mrs. Daniel Cashmere,
956 Oakwood Blvd.

With the resounding results of
the survey, Mrs. Cashmere re -
ports, the people felt, “we should
move on to the next step.” The
next step, according fto. Mrs.
Cashmere, is a public meeting
tonight at 8 in Hale Road School.

As to land area under consid-

o e I e

o P ©

ST @S 6w

inite yet.”

She adds, “We have been told
that we are entitled to one square
mile per 300 persons — we have
some 1,200 people in the area. So
tar everything is indefinite, that
is the reason ofr Wednesday’si
meeting.” {
" Association Sponsors 1

The meeting is sponsored by|'

the East Painesville Betterment|!
Association, formed 10 years ago.
The association charter declared|
that all Sunset Point residents
are members of the betterment
group.
Mrs. Maxine Davis of 955 Oak- ’
wood Blvd. is the vice president
of the association and key figure
setting up the public meeting, ac-
cording to Mrs. Cashmere.

The association is not to be con-
fused with the Painesville Area
Group, which is comprised of
Painesville City, Fairport Har -

eration for incorporation, Mrs.
Cashmere, says

<

“nothing is def-

bor, Grand River and Painesville
Township.

Figurel5 Painesville Telegraph 1963

In 1964, the residents of the Painesville on the
Lake (now known as Painesville Township Park

area) held community meetingsdiscuss

t. . L
incorporatingthat area of the township into the

village d Corrville. The community recognized
that thepayroll of the localndustrial facilities
could betaxed and allow the community to do
more than what the township was doing for

‘ them. The residents felt they had to deal with

the fAdi

they some get some benefit

rt, gromthedactariesd s me

An article in the June 5, 1963 Painesville
Telegraln r eported Al ncorpor a
L ak ef r o ihe effdts wemeded by the

East Painesville Betterment Association, an
organization formed 10 years earlierM&s.

Danial Cashmere conducted a survey finding

92% of the residents were in favor of

incorporating and forming a Villagdn a June

6 articlethe Telegaph reported on another meetingn i8sue of a law change that would provide that

any incorporation attempts within 3 miles of a City must get the permission of the City to create a
Village. The group needed to act within 90 days to avoid that proviffiecting their efforts. AMr.

Robert Simmons out lined the steps of incorporation, there must be at least 300 per square mile and
there must be a minimum of 900 people with a tax duplicate of at least $1000 per resident. He went on
to say the Diamond AHli site would be included in the new Village, which would be more than enough

to meet the tax duplicate requirement
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At Wednesday Forum:

P

)r/rA..é .:'3, (26 32

Lakefront Residents A’greé
To Seek Fall Village Vote

Residents of Painesville-on-the-|graph following the meeting that;west to the Fairport corporation
ake Wednesday agreed to pro-|about 45 signatures of land free-|line and north from Rf. 535 to
seed with preliminary steps tojhold electors are all that are ne-|Lake Erie. Mr. Simmons explain-
slace the gquestion of village in-|cessary to put the proposal cnled the size of the village is limit-
sorporation on the November bal- the ballot, However, would like tojed to four square miles. “Accord-
let. have more than 100 signatures,”|ing to the law there may be no

Voicing strong objection to thelhe
Tentative boundaries for the{mile. The population of the area

incorporation proposal that would

include Diamond Alkali Co. was|vill
Painesville  Township  Trustee!

Donald Smith who called the plan
“ridiculous” and said he felt the
township would be cutting its
throat by such a move. Mr.
Smith told the some 100 residents
he had discussed the matter of
the incorporation with some Dia-
mond Alkali officials and was
told if a such a plan were adopt-
ed, Diamond Alkali would annex
to Fairport Harber Village.
| One of the leaders of the in-n
\corporation move, Mrs. Daniel e
Cashmere, 956 Oakwood Blvd.,|h
reminded Mr. Smith the meeting
was only for Rainesville-on-the-|
Lake - Sunset Point residents.|p
Without further ado Mr. Smith|e
Istating he- represented all ofje
Painesville Tewnship,  excused
himself from the meeting and|p
headed for the door, only to beit
brought back by the cries of thej]
pegple who felt he should stay.|l
No Technique

Robert Simmons, attorney for
the Sunset Point Betterment As-
sociation, differed with Mr. Smith, 1
declaring he knew of “‘no techni—l«
que or maneuver by which Diam-
ond could annex to Fairport if in-
corporation was decided.” ‘

Refore a petition can be circu-
lated it is necessary to have a
name for the proposed village.
Residents who gathered at the
chilly Township Park pavilion
voted to call the village Corr -
ville. Others names suggested
were East Painesville, Sunset -|
strip, Lakeview, Paradise Park, |
Lockport-and Diamond Head.

Mr. Simmons told The Tele -

¥
0

added. fewer than 300 persons per square

age are from Bacon Road| (See TO PETITION, Page 3)

Figurel6 Painesville Telegraph 1963

?'\Te Petition

e
T
n

For Village

0| (Continued from Page 1
“i'm question is 1,269,7 Mr. Sim -
s-|mons said.

Mr. Simmons said the Diamond Ill'
Alkali Co. presently is paying a|!
township levy of $1.80 per _$1,000.
|1 it would tie in with Falrpo_rt_; b
“| the Diamond would pay a municl-|f
pal levy of $13.87 per $1,000 of{u
valuation. ‘1 have never known|s
| Diamend to do anything that was @
inancially unfavorable to themin
and if they went into Fairport it|ti
would certainly be such,” de -|
| clared Mr. Simmons. |a
3 House Bill 629

One proponent of village incor-
woration stood and ghout_ed,
«We're here to stop Painesville
d }(city\ from grabbing us!” Mrs.

Cashmere explained State House
o |Bill 623 would enable a munct
+ |pality to ask the county cm_-nmxs‘
°" |sioners to incorporate outside of
% "ts corporation boundaries where

~it has made improvements.
The guestion of five profection
brought a former Painesville vol_-‘
8 | ynteer fireman to his feet say-L
€ |ing, “before you hire out to ther
villages it would be a good idea
p {to check how many fire runs were‘l
n |made to the Painesvﬂleon-t}le-
Lake area last year.” Mr. Sim-
mons explained it is the custoni!--
|ary procedure when-a village 18]
formed fo confract interim serv
n-|ices with other villages. 5
Many residents asked, ~ “What
1-|will happen if Diamond. pulls. out
e llike Mr. Smith says it will?”’
| “There’s no problem,” retorted
in|Mrs. Cashmere. “Either we have

a village with lots of money or
1-|we have no village.”” She contint-
e |ed, “It's no point to incorporate

without indusiry — We have frpm

now until November to decide,
S,|and it it’s not best we can vote
N} ‘pg' then.'”

s

v

e - -

The proposed boundaries of the village are tentatively set from Bacae$®do the Fairport Harbor

corporation limit and north from Rt.535 to Lake Erie. Industries in that area are the Diamond Alkali

Naugatuck Chemical, Diamond Magnesium Plant, Air Products and Chemicals and Northo Chemical

Company Inc.
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Mr s . t he

futur e,

Cashmer e, meeting

l etds not wait any .Laten
that month the group agreed to move forward \then preliminary steps
to get the issue on the November 1963 ballot. The Diamond Alkali Cc
one of the Township trusted3pnald Smith voiced strong opposition tc
the incorporation efforts. By July 12 the paper reported the interest
waning and it sems like there would be no Village Gbrrville. Many of

the local industries opposed the plan as their employees were not s
to any income tax working in the TownshRumors circulate@sto the

City of Painesville or Fairport moving to annex th@éne prime industrial
real estate to add to their tax base. Almost 25 years later the City
annex 450 acres of the Township land west of Rt. 44 and east of He

Rd

Figurel8 Painesville Twp. Park, Baseball game 1900's

jnot dead yet’ She added ‘the

| ely <
according to Mrs. Cashmere.

Jli and Naugatuck Chemical.

mod“""‘ o S € O

-vﬁ‘/ cH

For Corrville
Nearly Dead

Another delay and dormant sit-
uation in the area’s richest pro-
posed village, Corrville, indicates
a nearly dead idea.
‘Heading the plan te incorpor-
ate is Mrs. Daniel Cashmere who
told The Telegraph, “the plan is

interest may have fallen off but
the plan is a long way from dead.’
An information meeting of vil-
lage residents has twice been
postponed, most recently Tuesday
evening at Painesville Township
Park pavilion.

Mrs. Cashmere says the meét-
ing has been postponed indefinit-

Necessary petitions have not
yet been circulated in the area,

Area of the proposed incorpora-
tion would include Diamond Alka-

Legal adviser for the incorpora-
tion remarked that, “it looks like
the preposal will die before it

reaches the November ballot.”

s — s

17

f

Incorporqhon TSt



5 THE BIRTH OF THE TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT

In early 1963 Trustee William Mackey championed the effort to start the Township Fire rDepiart
An incredible amount of front page space in the local newspapemegasted to this vergmotional
subject. As we read some of the headlinesaandestodayit is hard to grasp the emotions this subject

created in the community.

For Painesville Township:

Wilder Rips Fire Plar

By JAMES C. WILDER
Painesville Township Trustee

The decision of a majority of two members of
the Board of Township Trustees, a little over a
week ago, to change the type of fire protection
from full time paid, to volunteer personnel, did not
come as any great shock to me, because I knew
the Board was headed in that direction since the
first of the year, when a newly elected Trustee
assumed office.

T have continually opposed a change in Town-
ship fire protection to something other than what
we have now and can rely upon, in the absence of
authentic facts and figures clearly showing that
such a change might be advantageous. I have ex-
plained this to the Board many times and they
know exactly where I stand on this question.

HAVING read the report published in The Tele-

graph by Messrs. (William) Mackey and (Eugere)
Brolund as to the reasons for a change in fire pro-
tection that could ultimately affect the lives and
property of some 11,000 Township residents and
businesses, I can only conclude there is more con-
cern about getting a couple of stations built with
the Painesville Township name inscribed thereon,
than there has been ahout scheduling a serious
study of an overall improvement of the Township
Fire Service.

As Jate as July 17, 1964, when these ‘iwo Trus-
tees were interviewed by the newspaper Mr.
Mackey pointed to three possible methods of opera-
tion, and/wouldn’t say whether or not a volunteer
depariment was contemplated. Obviously between
July 17 and August 28, when the majority report
was published there was hardly time for a detailed
study which would justify .an immediate move of

this magnitude.

We are now told our own Township Volunteer
partment will be formed, and that contracts
be let for immediate station construction — b
21 vote of the Board.

I AM also pleased that the volunteer plan
at least submitted to the Ohio Inspection Bur
for comment or tentative approval. However
letter from the Bureau giving so-called “appror
emphasizes the need for proper training of vo
teers, and states further: “In view of the large
dustrial risks in Painesville Township, we have
the service your Township has been receiving £
the Painesville Fire Department has been good,
the decision of the Trustees to establish their «
department is, of course, theirs to make.

(See TOWNSHIP. Page 3)

There was not agreement among the Board of Trustees, Trustee James C. Wildgefelas not
enough time and analysis given to form ti@sv fire cepartment. The local Painesville newspaper, The
Telegraph. seemed to favor the township not forming a fire department. Many front page articles were
written about the issue, the demeaobthe paper can be summed up in an editorial publisher in the

Telegraph, July 27, 1964There would benanymore articles andditorials.

Under the leadership of Trustee William Mackey, tth@nshipcontinued forward with the plan to start
the departmanThe sites for new fire stations were selected, as it turns out they were very strategic
locations Station 1 at 55 Nye Rd and Station 2 at 141 BowhallS&ation1 was built for around
$50,000 Station 2was designetike station 1 with minor differences at a cost of around $80,000.
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The townshimlready ;
had thefire equipment
that wouldbeturned 2

back to the townshipai

s

from the Cityat the
end of the contract.

It was a tremendouss

g
i

i

achievement to get
d
everything done to ¢

open and staff the new

stations

n! frustee, declared,

- {Continued from Page 1)
more time to study the offer.i

“BROLUND said, “I think we|
should send our reply in a let-
ter to Helsel and not settle this
issue in the newspapers.”

Andy J. Totin -of Riverside
Dr., a candidate for township
“We've been
n!told the Bowhall - Rd. statwn
u|lwould be ready by Jan..
(Bids on the building will be
opened Aug. 26). Now it looks
like the east end of the town-
ship is left holding the bag. I
don’t care if a full time fireman
or a volunteer fireman comes
to my house. I want to know if
someone is going to put it out.”
V. Wilder then said that consid-

91 oring the present state of the

organization of the township fire
i department, he’d go for the one-
year contract.

ANOTHER {ownship resxdem
Joseph Cannon remarked, “I
don’t see the need for further
study.”

Wilder rephed
proposal is a good one. T see
nothing to study in a three-

1.| paragraph letter.”

Mackey interjected, ‘‘We've
only budgeted $35,000 for man-

power next year, This leavesi

$10,000 not budgeted.” (The trus-
tee was referring to last year’s
contract cost of $45,000).

“] WANT this crash program
stopped on the east end,” Wild-
er declared. “‘I think you ought
to get up the $45,000 and keep

Fiaurel9 Painesville Telearaph 1964

The City ofPainesvillestayed relativlyquite on the subject

in the newspapeFire ChiefEugene Tuthilmade the occasional

remarksagainst the creatioof the Townshigdire department

The Painesville Citjlanager Dale Helsel seem to recognize the

need to make the transition as peaceful as possible.

Some of the debates and discussions were very not alwayobiegry

Some were humorous as can be seen in some pétirgpaper

clippings.

very prominent community members.

In this clipping (fig 9) you will read the names of some

As the township moved forward with the building plans, hiring and

training the new fire department. The trustees and the community

contirued the debate, the local industrial facilities weighed in on the

issue of the new fire departmerithey opposed the creation of the

department.

“1 think the|

\Fire Pact Meeting Is Hot

the paid fire protectmn; I think
personally, and I won’t put it

dumped 2-1 like it did on July
12, that we should ad;ourn this’
meeting and: {ake the weekend
to-study i£70 =

Wilder added, “I'm going off
the board this year and I'm not
running for re-election. Rather
than crash - program this fire
issue, I think you should wait.
The membership of the board
may change by Jan. 1 and the
township may get two new trus-
fees possessing greater cogent.
reasoning.

“I don’t think it’s fair to pull
them so damn far down the hole
that they can’t get back,”

Mackey answered,
weé should adjourn the meeting.
We have our own budget prob-

of negotiating.”
ANOTHER trustee candxdate

Ridge, declared “Brolund lives

department
‘We have no
Brqund _replied the Gra nd

“could go to any lo
e township.

: ,fprotiactign ;

cauon m

tual ald?? =
 BROLUND rep’hed th
River sent its mutual

signed.

Gibbs countered, “If I have a
call can Grand szer send its
iruck?”’ = :

The truste eplied NG

“That's: all T wanted to know 7

Gibbs said.

: MACKEY said he asked for
"ﬂ?é “cancellation clause in the
contract because of the lack of
money in the townshlp fire
budget. ““I think there’s a pos-
sibility of using city fivemen in
ihe township stations and sup-
euting them with  velun-
;" he said. “I'm merely
trymg to work qomethmg out:”
- Wilder said, “All we're talk—
ing about is a basic contract.
The fact that the escape clause

that you can’t negotlate a bet-
ter contract sometime next
year. You may have two new

§ es’eryttung 2
“They couldn’t 2 sazd Mack-
ey

bet on that?”’ Wilder retorted.
“Let's do a little negotlatmg,

.| Mackey rephed

‘Robert E. Gibbs of Johnnyﬁake i

tract to Painesville for sxgnmg 3
and the city sent i back un-

{into- a motion becausé 'l get -

“I think

lems. I think there are pmnts,

in Grand River; He’s got a fire :

Gibbs asked; “Through mu~~¥7

is not included doesn’t mean
{trustees who may re-arrange

“Do you want to make a side .
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Township
Owns Site

creation of the township Fire Department

~ Township Volunteer

for Firehouse Idea }IS OppOSCd

Painesville Township Trus-
tees still own a piece of land
on Rt. 20, east of Painesville,
as a site for the east side
fire station.

Trustee Chairman James
C. Wilder, who negotiated the
purchase about two years ago,

said the property is now nof

needed.

Trustees last week bought
land on Bowhall Rd. south of
the New York Central Rail-
xoad as the site for Fire Sta-
tion No. 2. The township paid
$7,500 for the land to R. W,
Sidley Ine.

WILDER SAID the Rt. 20
sile, originally thought to be
the location for the east side
fire station, was bought for
§0,500. It is just west of the
Hickory Drive-In Restaurant.

The frustee chairman in-
dicated that eventually the
frustees will have to declare
the Rt. 20 property “‘surplus”
and sell it at a public A\uction.

The Diamond Alkali Co. may
negotiate a private fire protec-
tion confract with the City of
Painegville if Painesville Twp.
decides fo go into an all-volun-
teer fire department next year.

Painesville’s full - time fire
department is under contract to
handle all township fire calls,
The contract expires Dec, 31,
Township trustees and Paines-
ville City Manager Dale F'. Hel-
sel will meet July 12 at city
hall to determine whether a

new contract will be signed.
* w w*

A YEAR AGO, Diamond Al
kali, IRC Fibers Division of
Midland Ross Corp., Naugatuck
Chemical and Lubrizol officials
met with township frustees to
discuss the proposed volunteer
fire department. All four major
township industries expressed
opposition fo a volunieer de-
partment.

M. 0. Kirp, works manager
of Diamond’s Painesville Twp.
plant, said today: ‘“We asked
trustees two basic questions.
One, we asked about the quali-
ty and timeliness of the service
of the proposed township volun-
feer fire department and, sec-
ondly, we inquired as to the
cost of the service.

“We have never had an an-
swer yet,” Kirp declared, “We
just don’t know where we

stand.”
* * -

. 'EK:'IRI" SAID 'Diamond does

have its own small fire protec-

tion unit, but he added:
“This is like having a first

aid kit in your home& We can

take care of the little problems
but we are not set up for a
major fire.”

He added, “We don't know
what will happen. They've (the
trustees) got one building on
Nye Rd. about finished but one
little building on Nye Rd. won’t
be able to fight a major fira
at Diamond.” |

ASKED IF Diamond might
consider entering into a private
fire contract with the City of
Painesville if the township can-
cels its contract with the city,
Kirp declared:

“We could very well consider
this. We are interested in be-
ing protected. We just may
have to go out and buy our pro-
tection elsewhere. I definitely
think the township is making
a move in the wrong direc-
tion.”

Kirp also said 1t would be
against his . company’s policy
to allow volunteer firemen to
leave their jobs during working
hours to answer fire alarms in
the township. ¢

In the past, Kirp has praised
the city’s full - time fire de-
partment for its handling of
fire calls to the plant,

Figure20 Painesville Telegraph 196

The plant managers of the Diamond Alkali,ugauck (future Uniroyal)and others came out against the
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Painesville Twp.

By DICK GIBSON

After months of heated
debate, the Painesville Twp.
Trustees last night voted 2-1
to build a fire station and
establish their own volun-
teer department.

This means the township
will withdraw from the pres-
ent fire contract with the
city of Painesville which
costs them $34,000 per year.

. The action was taken aft-
er hids were opened and the
low bids totaling $62,281 for
construction of the first fire
station were accepted.

=jre & ,,

X K X X

ler  Construction Co. of
Painesville Twp.for their
bid of $44,335. Heating and
ventilating work went to

'GENERAL construction Ideal Plumbing and Heating
work was awarded to Voegt- Co. of Cleveland for $3754

and Plan in Plumbing and
Heating of Chagrin Falls
will do plumbing work for
$7560.

Ideal will also install air
conditioning for $1700, and
Crest Electric was awarded
electric work for $5932.

In a prepared statement
addressed to Painesville
Twp. residents and indus-
tries, Mackey . pointed out
that the full-time fire pro-
tection with the city has
jumped from a flat cost of
$6000 in 1963 to $34,000 for
this year.

TRUSTEE James Wilder,
who has .opposed the volun-

ST

tees.
- structed on Nye Rd. near Rt. 20. Architect Ray Dela Motte of Cleveland has

drawn up the plans for the station.

p. was approved.last night by the trus-
Bids were accep’red totalhng $62,281 for the building which is to be con-

not sure the Township clilhave afforded to stafffall-time staffat that tim

a central fire in the City of Painesville must have been significant.

ill Be Built

teer setup, called Mackey
and Brolund illogical in
their decision when they
have full-time protection
centrally located within the
township area.

Mackey said it is time for

‘the community to withdraw

from -dependence on city'
fire service pointing out that
the voters passed a 1-mill
levy in 1958 and a renewal
in 1962 for the purpose of
building the statxon.

SEVERAL residents at the
meeting - objected, saying
that they had believed an
arrangement would be made
to have full-time Painesville
firemen man the new sta-
tions and didn’t believe the
township would establish a
volunteer setup.

Mackey’s estimated costs
for operating a volunteer
department including cost
of training 50 men and
chief’s salary will run about
$35,000 per year. The  pre-

- sent protection contract with

the city will expire at the
end of 1965.

By that time Mackey said
he plans to have the men

trained and a second station®
built in the northeast sec-
- tion of the township. 1

PAINESVILLE Fire Chief
Eugene Tuthill said the move
is a step backward. He said
he hopes the city administra-

By even the standards of the era, the response times to the township frOMPen wil be able to appropri-

ate sufficient funds to main-

tain the city department at :

its present level of 21 full-

\time firemen and 12 volun-

In my research on the birth of the department | find very little reference t&**

TOWNSHIP Industries,
ho expressed concern over

the City offering to build satellite stations. Even if they had done that | anj,, establishment of volun-

teer services, have called

eTuthlll and asked for figures

on signing private contracts

with the city for their pro-
Today partime firefightersare a critical part of our personnel staffing plan tection. ‘

Tuthill said he has also

We sometimes struggle to hire part time staff as we compete with not onlyge? asked by numerous pri-

te citizens in the township
for insurance to cover their

other fire department, the local hogétwho hire paramedics and offer themn property with city fire

i services. The chief said he®
is working out a schedule of .
. rates now and hopes to have/
it ready as soon as p0551b1e
- nox that the township has
made the decxsxon T

F|gure21W|IIoughby News Herald

full time positions with benefits. .
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I n the November 26, 1965 Trusteebs meeting, Mr . Ma ¢
Painesvile Township Volunteer Fire Department effective December 1, 1965. The motion passed 2 to 1. Many
on the list were already firemen for other communities, the department was not exactly inexperienced as was
charged by some who were against the creationeoflepartment. These men shouldered a huge responsibility,
the | ocal press was | ooking for them to fail, many

the required skills to manage the industrial risk, there were dibpisg thg would fail, as we know they did

not.

Figure22 Trustees MeetingNovember 26, 1966
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